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 Cattle on Feed 
 
Iowa: There were 895,000 cattle on feed for the slaughter market 
in all feedlots in Iowa on May 1, 2006, down 3 percent from 
April 1, 2006, and down 3 percent from May 1, 2005.  Feedlots 
with a capacity greater than 1,000 head had 495,000 head on feed, 
down 1 percent from last month but up 9 percent from last year.  
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head had 400,000 head 
on feed, down 5 percent from last month, and down 14 percent 
from last year. 
 
Placements during April totaled 89,000 head, a decrease of 
6 percent and 3 percent from last month and last year, 
respectively.  Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head  
placed 64,000 head, up 16 percent from both last month and last 
year.  Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head placed 
25,000 head.  This is down 37 percent and 32 percent from last 
month and last year, respectively. 
 
Marketings for April were 103,000 head, down 4 percent from 
last month, but up 1 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a 
capacity greater than 1,000 head marketed 66,000 head, down 
10 percent from last month but up 25 percent from last year. 
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head marketed 
37,000 head, up 9 percent from last month, but down 24 percent 
from last year.  Other disappearance totaled 11,000 head.  
 
 
Cattle on Feed:  Number on Feed, Placements and Marketings by Month, 
1,000+ Capacity Feedlots  1 
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 1 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that will 
grade select or better.    2  Includes death loss, movement from feedlots to pasture, and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. 
 
All Cattle on Feed, Iowa 
Item Lots 1,000+ Head Lots Less than 1,000 Head All Lots 
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Livestock by Shane Ellis and Grains by Robert Wisner 
Iowa Cooperative Extension Service – Ames 
 
LIVESTOCK: Cattle feeders continue to feed larger inventories of 
cattle than they did over the past several years.  The May cattle on feed 
report indicated an 8.6 percent increase in the number of cattle being 
fed to finish.  The number of cattle on feed has set monthly records over 
the past several months as cattle are fed longer to heavier weights.  
Despite the increased carcass weights and signs of adequate finish the 
percentage of choice grading cattle has been lower than expected. 
However, cattle feeders will be facing potential lower prices in the 
coming months, especially for cattle that grade select.  Demand for 
choice graded beef has remained relatively stable.  In the coming 
months, if the percentage of cattle grading choice remains lower, well 
marbled meat will bring a considerable premium and the choice-select 
spread will increase.   
Pork exports continue to exceed expectations, which is good news for 
the industry.  Total pork exports in the first quarter of this year were 22 
percent greater than a year ago.   Shipments to Mexico, South Korea 
and Russia have this year shown substantial increases from 2005, while 
Japan, actually imported almost 8 percent less in the first quarter than 
the same time last year.  Despite increased exports and consistent 
domestic demand pork prices are expected to remain below last year’s 
extraordinary prices.  As an added hindrance to any price rallies is the 
increasing supply of red meat in general while the consumer’s 
disposable income is being eroded by continued high fuel prices and the 
increased cost of goods in general.   
Hog and cattle finishers are facing a potential “catch 22” with the 
growth of the bio-fuels industry.  Increased corn ethanol production 
offers additional opportunity to feed low cost by-products, while at the 
same time increasing competition for available corn.  As corn planting 
estimates are well below those of 2005, there is justified concern that a 
less than outstanding crop will reduce corn stockpiles and lead to higher 
feed prices.  
 GRAINS: With the rapid expansion in corn processing for ethanol and 
improved export prospects, corn prices will be very sensitive to weather 
conditions this summer.  In most of the Corn Belt, the crop is off to a 
very good start due to early plantings and recent rains that have 
replenished soil moisture.  Any indication of a shift to widespread hot, 
dry weather would quickly be reflected in higher prices.  The June 30 
planted acreage report will be another important influence on corn 
prices.  March planting intentions indicated that farmers planned to 
reduce corn acreage this year by 4.6% nationally.  With early plantings 
and strength in new-crop corn prices after the report, farmers may have 
planted more acres than their early intentions, and fewer soybeans. 
USDA economists project corn processing for ethanol to increase by 
34% from the previous year during the September 1, 2006-August 31, 
2007 marketing year.  All signs point to continued rapid expansion in 
ethanol for at least the next 2 to 3 years.  In addition, weather problems 
during pollination have sharply reduced corn supplies of two 
competitors, Argentina and South Africa.  That and indications of 
reduced foreign wheat feeding should keep U.S. corn exports strong 
during the fall and winter. 
Soybean prices will be somewhat sensitive to any summer weather 
threats to production, but price action may be tempered by the large 
carryover stocks that have been build up in the past two years.  This 
summer’s old-crop U.S. stocks are expected to be more than five times 
as large as two years earlier.  Economic problems in Brazil will be a 
partially offsetting factor.  Because of the high cost of spraying four or 
five times for Asian rust, as well as an unfavorable exchange rate, 
Brazilian farmers reduced soybean plantings for this spring’s harvest by 
5 to 6 percent.  Another decrease is likely this fall unless its government 
provides more generous financial assistance than is currently expected. 
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 1 Corn, oats, soybeans, all hogs, all cattle, all sheep, and milk are whole-
month prices. All hay and eggs are mid-month prices.  2  All prices are 





Price Index Summary Table 
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 1 Preliminary  2  1990-92=100 reference replaced 1997=100 in January 


















2006 Prices Paid 
1990-92=100 1910-14=100 
Prices Paid 1 
    Feed 



















 1 Prices paid by farmers for commodities and services, interest, taxes, and 
farm wage rates.  2  Ratio of index of prices received to index of prices 
paid for commodities and services, interest, taxes, and farm wage rates. 
Number of Farms, Land in Farms, and Average Farm Size, 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 1 A farm is any establishment from which $1,000 or more of agricultural 
products were sold or would normally be sold during the year. 
  

































1 Excludes States producing less than 500,000 broilers.   * Not published to avoid disclosure. 
 
All Layers and Egg Production, Apr 2005 and 2006 1 
Egg production by type Table Egg Layers 
in Flocks 
30,000 & Above 
All layers 
on hand 2 
Eggs per 
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 1 2006 preliminary, 2005 revised  2 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size  3 Data by type of 
flock not shown for some states to avoid disclosing individual operations  4 The 29 states are those listed as well as AL, CO, CT, FL, HI, IL, ME, MD, 
MI, MS, MO, NY, OR, SC, SD, VA, WA, and WI. 
 
 
